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[Juan Bautista de Rojas2 to the Grown, Havana, June 26,
1586]
(P. 0                                     t
Sacred Catholic Royal Majesty , . ,
(p. 2) In this city the judicial authorities humiliated an aborigine,
native of this island, named Juan Guillen, and he was condemned
to the Santo Domingo galleys. Apparently he is now in the corsair's
company, or so we have understood from a seaman, formerly of
Cartagena, who escaped from the English at Cape San Anton with
six others who up to the present have not arrived here. I suspect that
the Englishman set this Indian ashore to reconnoitre. I am convinced
of it because the enemy was off this coast three or four days, and in
weather favourable for an attack upon us, and because the Indian
was so thoroughly acquainted with the country and its harbours I
am sure of it; especially since he did not attack us. Everything was so
well prepared and in such readiness, and the people here so desirous
of having at the enemy, without doubt knowing it, he dared not
venture. If he had, not an Englishman of all who landed would have
returned to his ship, and he would here have paid for the damage
that he has done.
This man says that the corsair said that if he did not take Havana
now he would return with a larger fleet to take it. Your Majesty will
deign to order this looked into and to provide suitably for this
contingency... Such is this corsair's daring it may be presumed that
he will act again unless Your Majesty see to his chastisement. . .
(P-4)
Havana, June 26,1586.
Sacred Catholic Royal Majesty
Your Majesty's humble servant and vassal,
Juan Bautista de Rojas (Rubric)*
1 A. de I., 54-2-4, Santo Domingo 126. i pliego, original.
2 His Majesty's treasurer at Havana.